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SSN 
THIS SHIP IS ALWAYS ae I THINK OF IT AS 
IN MY DREAMS. a A SHIP OF WONDERS, 


of TS 


MN THE INSIDE \ 
] FEELS STRANGE 
/ BuT FRIENDLY. 


I GOTOMY SEAT AS 
fl THOUGH I'VE ALWAYS 
Be KNOWN WHERE IT IS- 
fa LIKE I BELONG 


BUT YOU'RE 
NOT HOME, ARE 

YOU, MR. 
DELAMOR? 


YOU'RE RIGHT, 
I KNOW IT WON'T 
HAPPEN. 


I KNOW THAT, 

IN YOUR DREAMS, 

YOU REACH THAT 

SHIP, BUT OUT 

HERE, YOU NEVER 
WILL. 


EVERYONE WANTS, 

TO ESCAPE FROM 

IT SOMETIMES. IM 
NO DIFFERENT. 


OF COURSE, 
MY FANTASY 
REVOLVES AROUND 
AL GORE, AN ARABIAN 
STALLION ANDA BULL 
WHIP, BUT ITS THE 
SAME PRINCIPLE. 


I THINK 
YOU THINK IF 
YOU'RE NUTS THAT 
YOU WON'T HAVE 
A TO LEAVE. THAT 
. YOU'LL BE SAFE. 


I'M NOT SAYING 
YOU'RE LYING. I THINK 


THEIR HEAD. 


NO, L DON'T 
THINK YOU BO, 
OR YOU WOULDN'T 


EVERYTHING 

WENT PRETTY 
WELL FORA COUPLE 
OF WEEKS AFTER I 
STOLE THE CAR. 


I MET THESE 
TWO GUYS IN TAOS 
AND GAVE THEM SOME- 
THING TO TELL THEIR 
GRANDKIDS ABOUT. 
MAYBE NOT. 


AND EVERY DAY I 
GET ALITTLE 
CLOSER. 


| GET, HE LESS 
IMPORTANT 
EVERYTHING 

ELSE SEEMS. 


THE WALL TILES. 


SCREAME IN 
FRENCH IN HIS 
SLEEP- 


SO WHERE 


Y'WANNA EAT 
AFTER THE 
SHIFT? 


But then I see 
me as me. What's 


the point of 
trying? 


You ever notice 
eyelashes look 
like centipedes? 


Mom may have 4 
point. But then 
she buys all these 
"Ms." magAZines 


All I know 
(s,I cant 
fs any place 


Talk about. mixed 
Signals. 


' BCR COeS 
i tapes. Must've 

} fallen out before 

] I tossed the box. 


NO, MRS. 
JAMES, YOUR 
FATHER IS FINE. 


FEEL..SO GRODY, 

Y'KNOW. I FEEL 

LIKE I SOLD HIM 
OuT. f 


MY LIFE TRYING 
TO REBEL AGAINST 
MOM.NOW SHES 


PERFECTLY 
UNDERSTANDABLE. \j 
BUT REMEMBER, HES 

THE ONE WHO 


CHECKED HIMSELF f 


IN. NOBODY 
BLAMES YOu. 


. iy Sey) | 
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PITS BEEN SO 
LONG SINCE I SAW 


J{ GET REAL. 
WHY WOULD 
ANYONE want A 
TOENTER A 2 
NURSING HOME? 


WOULD 
YOUSAYTHIS \ 
WAS A PATTERN... 
JILL? 


WHAT 
PATTERN? THAT 
I POACRIME, THEN 
FINDAGUY2OR 
BALL A GUY, THEN 
COMMIT A 
CRIME? 


COME ON! 

WHAT ABOUT THE 
SHOPLIFTING SPREE 
IN TORONTO? AFTER 
EACH HEIST, YOU.,- 

UMM... MOUNTED 

A MOUNTIE, THEN 

STOLE HIS HORSE! 


I HADN'T 
NOTICED. 


ITS 
THE ACT OF 
A YOUNG WOMAN 
DESPERATE 10 
PUNISH HERSELF 
FOR SOMETHING. 


THAT WAS A 
COINCIDENCE. 


RIGHT YOU ARE, 
SIGMUND. SEX AND 
MONEY, THE /PEAL 

PUNISHMENT / 
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tay 
= 
2 
c 
3 
m 


! 


FRE! 


I could be just the 

iter he warts 
me to be... listento 
him, talk Itke him... 
dress like him...BE 
like him! 


I could just listen 
to his esand be 


Ged, Its like 


He‘s like the 
ULTIMATE man... 


Pont let his 
Mean) dziness be 


“aNaba Nii a / 


NOW I'LL 
NEVER GET 
Out OF HERE. 


I MISS YOu. T 
HURT INSIDE... 


I THOUGHT, 
IF L LIVED INHERE... 
I WOULDN'T HAVE 
TOFEEL..-I COULD 
JUST GO NUMB AND 


MARCELLA 


HE GAVE 
YOU SOME 
BURRITOS AND 
EGG ROLLS FOR 
THE TRIP. 


NOT REALLY, 
SHE WOULD HAVE 
WANTED TO BE 
AL/ 


EMMET? 
MARCELLA WOULD 
HAVE WANTED IT 

THIS WAY, 


THIS SHIP IS ALWAYS 
MY DREAMS. 


THE INSIDE 
. FEELS STRANGE 
BUT FRIENOLY. 


I GOTOMY SEAT AS 
THOUGH T'VE ALWAYS 
KNOWN WHERE IT IS- 
LIKE I BELONG 
THERE. 


SES 


SS 

I THINK OF IT AS 
A SHIP OF WONDERS. 
] | 


LEAVING... ITS 
HOM 


x. 


The last page of Issue #12 got left 
off, probably confusing folks who 
read our response to Jeff Tutt in 
Maxx Traxx. That missing page 
will be the first page of Issue #14. 
That was Jasper’s hand that grew 
old and fell off on page one of 
Issue #12, by the way. It grew 
old because time goes faster in the 
outback. To find out how it came 
off, see next issue. 

In Issue #11, | told everybody | 
was gonna take two months off, 
but nobody listened. Everybody 
thought we were cancelled. So 
LISTEN UP: for three issues 
(December, January, February) 
we'll be on time, then there will be 
NO Maxx comic in March, just the 
trade paperback of Issues #1-6. 
Then three more issues will come 
out (April, May, June). This is a 
bold prediction, but I think we 
can do it. 

We were afraid 
the letter column 
might be getting 
boring, so we 
decided to start 
by talking about 

SEX!!! 
Dear Sam, 

Why haven't we 
seen The Maxx have 
sex yet, | mean he is 
a rabbit. That 
reminds me, whatev- 
er happened to that 
blow-up doll from 
Issue #2. | just 
want to say that 
you're one sick 


JEREMY BEMENT 
HAWKEYE, IA, 


bastard, you need help. 

Quite simply, 

Don Jensen 
Blow-up doll? And Im a sick 
bastard? Gee—now I wish | had 
made it a blow-up doll... 


Hey Sam, 
If everything in Pangaea is a plant, how 
can | get some Julie seeds? 
Erik Olson 
Chino Hills, CA 
Excuse me? 


Sam Kieth, 

| would guess that the stalking beast that 
Julie kills with a spear is her sexuality. 
Looks like sexuality to me. Mr. Gone is 
there, but he’s very small. 

| like the way Maxx talks when he’s 
small—at least there, running around with 

Pitt. Don’t listen to all these people saying, 
“Ah, what the hell are ya 
doin’ Sam?” because it 
means something that 
The Maxx talks differ- 
ent. It means a men- 
tality shift. 
It's downright edu- 
cation you attempt, 
Mr. Kieth, and | 
think you are 
succeeding. 
Thanks for the 
great read. 
One of many 
readers, 

Joe Cook 

Sumas, WA 
Wait'll you 
hear him talk 
small in the 
cartoon—not 
like The 


Chipmunks, but like 
he inhaled helium. 
Everyone else 
thought it was too 
goofy, but it made 
me laugh, so we 
kept it. 


Dear Sammy, 

As pertains to Matthew 
Kelly’s letter in Maxx 
Traxx of Issue #10, | 
have to say: Yes Red 
Lobster!!!" One of the 
first comic books | ever read (an Amazing 
Spiderman—sorry) was in a Red Lobster, 
waiting for the food to arrive, lo those 
many years ago. 

Your good buddy, 

Tim Wegner 

Des Plaines, IL 
This Red Lobster thing is gaining 
almost mythical status. It’s gonna 
have to be the backdrop for a 
Maxx-Julie-Sarah scene in a future 
issue. 


Dear Mr. Kieth, 

I'm willing to bet a signed Maxx #1 
glow-in-the-dark cover that this letter won't 
be printed in your letter column. I'll allow 
3 to 8 weeks for delivery. 

Have a nice day, 
Clayton Daffron 
Battle Ground, WA 


R. Bowl 


ERIC WILLIAMS OK, you lost. Now 
COLUMBUS, GA 


send me my cover. 


Dear Mr. Sam, 

Why does everybody say 
that The Maxx is a rabbi? | 
didn’t realize that there was 
a Jewish superhero out 
there. Will candy from the 
Maxx Pezz dispenser taste 
like toast? 

Christopher Grillo 

Moore, OK 


Dear Mr. Kieth, 

Is Maxx a big purple rabbit? My broth- 
er Seth says he is! He says Maxx is and 
that’s why in his first appearance his name 
is Max the Hare. Is this true? | mean 
about Maxx being a hare? Seth also says 
that’s why he has big feet. | want to 
know! Please tell me. 

Jay Coutts 

Brookville, MD 
If | tell you, you'll stop reading. If I 
don’t tell you, it'll piss you off. 
What to do? Peter David once said 
that fans want something right up 
until the minute you give it to 
them. (I’m probably misquoting, 
and | know I’m gonna regret men- 
tioning Peter David. . .) 
I think it’s about time for a stream- 
of-consciousness letter: 


HELLO KIETH HEAD!!, 
Here | am sitting around 
waiting. Waiting for Maxx. 
waiting for #12, waiting for 
’ the cartoon, waiting for my 
local Stater Brothers to 
restock their Pez shelf. . .while 
we're on the subject of Pez, it’s 
so weird Maxx has achieved a 
sort of cultlike following around 
here. What! mean is, | was seri- 
ous about the Pez. it’s that big. 
| don’t know how they eat it all— 
i it's almost always all gone before 
they get more. Well, enough butt- 
kissing. If you stop after issue 20 it'll 
ruin my life. You can’t stop! You and 


, ROGER “BOULIE” SMEETS 
HOLLAND 


Bill are geniuses!..(so | lied about the butt- 
kissing). Hey? why the bars at the top of 
the cover to issue 112 You can’t see 
where it says “BONE” (I know it does cuz 
| got that cartoon promotional poster). Oh 
yeah! | almost forgot: WHY THE HELL 
DON'T YOU GO TO THE SAN DIEGO 


down! Please please come this year! | 
love meeting the people who do the 
comics | love so much! Somebody at the 
image booth said you were shy. Is that 
true? Are you rich cause you do Maxx? 
By the way, can | still get Maxximum 
Sound? And if so where? (I already got 
me one o’ them glow in the dark #1’s). | 
really enjoyed issue- 
MEOW MEOW MEOW 
MEOW MEOW MEOW 
MEOW MEOW MEOW 
MEOW MEOW MEOW 
MEOW MEOW MEOW 
MEOW MEOW MEOW 
MEOW MEOW MEOW 
MEOW MEOW MEOW that’s 
enough of that. Sorry R.A.S. (ran- 
dom act of stupidity). Well | forgot 
what | was going to say so | guess | 
should end this. 

Fruitfully, 

Ron (god of dumbness) Bauerle 

8681 Avalon Ct. 

Alta Loma, California 91701 


Ewwww! Okay, you mean to say 
that Mr. Gone’s head is in Julie’s 


apartment, alive, and listening to AA LS 


their every word? | love this 
comic. . . 

Your reader, 

Adam E. 

Columbus, OH 
1 know | should have printed this 
letter sooner, right after the issue 
came out, but | couldn’t resist using 
a letter that started with Ewwww! 


Dear Sam, 

" [think it’s pretty cool how you turned the 
background of the cover of The Maxx #9 
into one of the 3-D picture thingies that you 
can never see what the picture is. | won't 


tell you guys what's in the picture though, 
because it’s really cool and | don’t want to 
ruin the surprise for you. 

Chris Kane 

Green Bay, WI 
P.S. Please publish a trade paperback 
with The Maxx stories from Darker Image 
#1-4. 
1-4? Ho ho—very funny. 
I’ve been staring at that cover for a 
long time and | don’t see it, which 
is pathetic because | drew it. 
You’ve gotta give us a hint. The 
creators and all the fans wait with 
bad breath, | mean with baited 
breath. 


Dear Sam, 

There are a few things | don’t under- 
stand. 

(1) If the White Isz made it 

through unchanged, won't 
other animals get through? 

(2) | thought Isz only eat meat 


PORIAV ALEXANOHE 
BRUSELLES, BELGIUM 


gost ELLINGSON 
DAVISON, MI 


when they come “to the real world,” 
but they almost ate Maxx and Pitt in 
issue 7 and 8. 

Sincerely, 

David Briggs 

Centereach, N.Y. 

(1) | hope so, or | won’t have any 
ideas for future issues. 

(2) They drag them down to Mr. 
Gone’s underground lair, 
where they still might tear 
them apart, or smother them. 


Dear Mr. Isz, 
You are the coolest character that has 
ever inhabited a comic book. 
Your biggest fan, 
Jim Strange 
Royal Oak, MI 
| would never presume to answer 
for an Is. Or two Isz. 


Dear Sam, 

| can’t tell you what a nice change 
of pace it is not to have the story just 
handed to me in a comic book, but to 
be drawn into a topsy-turvy world of 
dreamlike subjectivity. It’s a gutsy 
move on your part, since asking 
readers to think tends to be a major 
turn-off in the comics biz. On the 
other hand, some quality intelligent 
and oddball comics such as Bone 
and Madman have taken off lately 
due to publicity in the comics 
press and some good quotes from 
big-name comic people. | don’t 
know how well The Maxx is sell- 
ing, but I’m surprised that more 
creators haven't rallied to sup- 
port it as they have with the 
aforementioned titles. Maybe 
you could put out a Maxx trade 
paperback with some big-name 


SM quotes on the back to generate 
Z 


2 publicity. | mean, surely 
Za Gaiman's got to like The 
Maxx. And The Maxx does 
deserve the attention and praise 
given to books like Bone and Madman. 

Sincerely, 

David Farabee 

Austin, TX 
Appreciate your comments, but 
let’s be fair: these books don’t get 
the big push from distributors that 
Maxx does, and while the greedy 
part of me would like everybody 
to fall off their chairs talking about 
how great The Maxx is, the alter- 
native part of me knows it’s not 
fair to compare us. 

Since you mentioned the trade 
paperback, it’s due out in March, 
including Issues #1-6 and some 
other cool stuff, like sketchbook 
pages (write NOW if you don’t 
want sketchbook pages!). By the 
way, I’m not gonna put the Darker 
Image story in the TPB because the 
characters seem so different from 
what they are now. 


DAN_GDOWSKI 
LOUISVILLE, KY 


Dear Sam, Bill, and Jim, a stupid little 
| just finished reading sissy dog or 
through the first nine a big mean 
4 dog. Just an 
issues of The Maxx, and eeeracaiand 
things are falling into of dog who 
place. We know that wants to be 
Maxx has a bunny face The Maxx’s 
while in the outback, pal. People 


with nice dogs 
are nicer peo- 
ple. | have a 


we can suspect that Mr. 
Gone will get his head 
back on and return as dog named 

a major player in the storyline, Morocco who's 
and we know that the real world, accord- just the type of dog that Maxx should 

ing to us, is all part of Julie’s mind. Does have. He eats Pez and toast, just like The 
Maxx. Matter of fact, Morocco eats just 


If this is the case, please let me know so | about anything, except for metal, because 
‘ it hurts his teeth. Please print this letter so 


can stop living a life according to the that Morocco can have his five minutes of 
imprisoning rules of society, not that | obey fame, because he’s already six years old 
all of them anyway, but. . . and I'm pretty sure he’s not going to make 

In Issues #7 and #8, The Maxx, as he it on any dog food commer- 
appears in the outback, was in the cials. 
real world fighting a regular sized Buzz McAdam 

pee ‘ Nova Scotia, Canada 
Is with Pitt, only Maxx and Pitt Party down, Morocco. 
were teeny tiny. The Maxx of 
the real world was in the out- 
back with Julie (who were 
both giants in Pangaea) 
when a giant Pitt showed 
up. In the real world, 
Julie was in the bath- 
room, hollering at 
Maxx. How can all 
three of them exist 
simultaneously in 
two different 
planes of 
exis- 
tence? 
Confused about 


this mean that none of us exist in reality? 


JOE ORMSBY 
TEHACHAPI, CA 


NN: 


SAN 


N 


\ 
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my existence, 

Tom Litchford 

Grand Rapids, MI 
This can only be 
solved at Red Lobster. 


Dear Sam, 3: 
The Maxx needs a dog. Not ia 
man \\ vile.’ 
NO 


M ‘a 
uae A \/ mye" 


. » | . ‘ ‘ “4 \ ~ ' 
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ANDREA MINOSA 
PADOVA, ITALY 


JEAN-MICHEL VACHERON 
FRANCE 


X\) 


pout. . 
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